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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

CCall 706-6-7-781-180606

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ FOR ALL YOUR CON RETE NNCRETE NEEDSEEDS

MONTGOMERYMOMONTNTGTGGOMOMMEERYYRY
CONCRETECOONCRRETETETE

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek
706-994-8973

or 706-745-6343

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Installing
Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing
Texturing

FREE
ESTIMATES

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

ICH
DRYWALL

706-745-5307

All 
Materials
Furnished

Mark A. Kelley, Owner
706-897-9485

FREE ESTIMATES

KELLEY HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”

Remodeling • Painting
Yard Maintenance

& Much More

954-305-6158 or 407-718-2498

Mountain Wildower Honey

Beeswax 
Candles

Creamed 
Honey

Honey 
Taffy

Sourwood 
Honey

Mark A. Kelley, Owner
706-897-9485

FREE ESTIMATES

KELLEY HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”

Remodeling • Painting
Yard Maintenance

& Much More
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School Millage Rate...from Page 1A
In order to balance the budget, 
the board office will be using 
reserve funds of $1,351,274, 
leaving a projected ending fund 
balance of $7,519,900. 

Superintendent John Hill 
reviewed the budget for the 
board, going over the roughly 
$1.5 million in state funding 
cuts, which are being offset 
by CARES Act monies, staff 
attrition and fund reserves. 

Key increases in the 
budget include about $900,000 
for COVID-19 mitigation 
efforts; $300,000 to cover salary 
increases for advanced degrees 
obtained by 42 employees; and 
$100,000 in costs budgeted 
for substitute teachers due 
to anticipated coronavirus 
quarantine requirements. 

The board voted to accept 
the tentative FY21 budget, and 
it is now being advertised. 
The budget is expected to 
be adopted in the upcoming 
Sept. 22 regular school board 
meeting, after which it will 
be transmitted to the state for 
approval on Sept. 30. 

Hill said the annual budget 
is usually presented in May, 
adopted in June and submitted 
to the state in July, but due to 
COVID-19, state allotments 
for local school districts were 
late, so the Georgia Department 
of Education extended budget 
transmission deadlines through 
October. 

As usual, the schools 
posted a COVID-19 update 
to the Union County Schools 
Facebook page on Friday, and 
the numbers were up a bit 
compared to the previous two 
updates, with eight positive 
students and eight positive 
staff, and 108 students and 
29 teachers quarantined for 
possible exposure. 

“These numbers will ebb 
and flow each week, as they only 
indicate the present counts and 
are not cumulative in nature,” 
the post said. “Additionally, 
we are monitoring the numbers 
daily for both students and staff 
by school and department. 

“We will continue to 
be transparent if we see the 
numbers spiking in any location. 
Unfortunately, any information 
at the school level may create 
a situation where student or 
staff privacy is compromised 
with a system the size of ours. 
Thank you.” 

Also in the Aug. 26 
budget meeting, Hill welcomed 
the district’s Special Education 

School Special Education Services Director Tiffany Setzer 
showing the school board one of the program’s clear “Smile 
Masks” that make it easier to communicate with students.  
             Photo by Shawn Jarrard

Technology Director Bill Driskell demonstrated new touchscreen 
hardware for the board in the Aug. 26 called meeting. 
             Photo by Shawn Jarrard

Services Director Tiffany Setzer 
and Technology Director Bill 
Driskell to give presentations 
to the board. 

Setzer said everything 
was going exceedingly well 
with special education in Union 
County, and that the system 
was currently educating 456 
students. The program features 
roughly 25% online-only 
learners, which is in line with 
the rest of the school system. 

Driskell showed off some 
new technologies, including 
cutting edge hardware the 

system hopes to roll out in the 
near future to replace all the 
old interactive white boards, 
as well as some online software 
that will help teachers and 
students stay on the same page 
with classwork this year. 

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s , 
the board voted to extend 
Superintendent Hill’s contract 
through the 2022-23 school 
year following his positive 
superintendent evaluation from 
earlier in the month.


